(Continued.) February 16th. The general condition of the soft parts much improved, but no difference in the right articulation.
It is yet impossible to set the halves of the jaw together properly, without bringing the left half down to meet the other. The right condyle, although apparently in its place in the glenoid fossa, is not so, as the back teeth on this side meet too soon, so that the teeth cannot close, at the canines, by about two lines. The left half was therefore brought forward at the condyle, until a full quarter of an inch down at the wisdom tooth and the same at the canine. In this position it was set up in the wax resting upon the upper teeth and the bite taken. When the casts were placed in the wax bite to form the mould for the splint, the upper and lower right wisdom teeth were separated about a line. This was done in the hope that when the splint was applied the parts might yield, so as to allow the condyle to fall away some. Nov. 24th. He has been out some time; I removed the splint to-day. The left side of the jaw is quite strong and there is good but flexible union on the right side. The hook has been worn sixty-four days without a moment's intermission ; the hole left in the gum is just the size of the wire and the parts around are quite healthy. Splint dispensed with.
Dec. 10th.
The callus has stiffened very much since the splint was left off, and both sides of the jaw are now used in eating.
The man was spared much pain by adjusting the casts by the articulator. In fact, it would have been hardly possible to set the fragments of the bone in place and hold them there while taking the impressions and bite, the case being so extremely severe in every particular. All attempts to hold it in place by bandage, even temporarily, were ineffectual.
